Memo to California Family To Family Counties

Date: 
12/15/2005

Re:
(1) TDM Recommendations and Levels of Care

(2) Q4 2005 Quarterly Reports to be produced using TDM CA v.2.6

Please distribute to TDM facilitators, Self Evaluation team members, and anyone involved in TDM data collection, data entry, report production, or analysis.

(1) TDM RECOMMENDATIONS AND LEVELS OF CARE

The TDM CA database contains options for reporting recommendations from TDM meetings regarding the placement for involved children.  When the child’s reason for involvement is a placement move, the options are (1) Move to less restrictive, (2) Maintain in present placement, (3) Move to same level placement, and (4) Move to more restrictive. 

These options are determined by the child’s placement at the time of the meeting and the placement recommended for the child.  Until now, counties have developed their own guidelines to categorize these moves.  We request that from January 1, 2006 onwards, you use standard definitions as described below.  The goals of this change are to (1) classify moves as ‘less restrictive’ or ‘more restrictive’ in a manner that is likely to reflect the child’s experience, (2) classify moves in a way that can be compared to CWS/CMS placement data in a straightforward manner, (3) standardize California TDM reporting, and (4) match these terms with national usage. 

Groupings for recommendations:

(1) Kinship Care includes the specific placement recommendations: 

Relative Home

Relative Home: NRFM

Tribe Specified Home

Guardian Home
(2) Foster Care includes the specific placement recommendations:

Small Family Home

Foster Family Home

Court Specified Home

Foster Family Agency Certified Home
(3) Group Care includes the specific placement recommendations: 

Group Home (all levels)

County Shelter/Receiving Home

How to use levels of care groupings in recording recommendations:

Use the broad group categories (kin, foster, group) when defining whether a recommendation was a change in level of care.  For example: (1) A move from a foster family home (foster care) to a foster family agency home (foster care) is a move to the same level placement; (2) A move from a shelter (group care) to a small family home (foster care) is a move to less restrictive placement; (3) A move from a Community Care Licensing  (CCL) Level 14 group home (group care) to a CCL Level 12 group home (group care) is a move to same level placement.

If you have been recording changes within these groups as ‘move to less restrictive’ or ‘move to more restrictive’, as many counties have, the placement move columns of Section III of your Q1 2006 Quarterly Report (Events and Recommendations), will likely look different from that of your Q4 2005 reports.
This change represents a change in data recording only and does not require a database modification.  As such, please update your Facilitator Data Entry Guide accordingly.  You may wish to borrow the language above for use in your guide.  Please share this change with all those who collect and enter data.
(2) Q4 2005 QUARTERLY REPORTS TO BE PRODUCED USING TDM CA V.2.6

As mentioned in a recent memo (11/20/05), to assist you with the Q4 2005 Report (due January 15, 2006), an upgrade is available for the TDM CA database (Access 2000/XP version).  Many of you successfully upgraded your database before submission of the Q3 2005 reports.  For those who did not upgrade already, TDM Upgrader 2.6 installs a Quarterly Reporting Tool, which allows the user to create and populate the TDM Quarterly Report in a few simple steps.
Please note that the new Quarterly Reporting Tool will not accommodate custom categories in some fields.  See instructions, “TDM CA Quarterly Reporting Instructions for TDM CA v.2.6” in the Self Evaluation / Reporting section of the TDM CA Support page at: http://cssr.berkeley.edu/tdm/#reporting
NOTE: We expect all Access 2000/XP users to produce Q4 2005 reports (due 01/16/05) using v.2.6 of the database.  Please contact TDM Support if you need assistance with the upgrade procedure.

Respectfully,
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CA Lead TDM TA (AECF)
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