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Millions of Iraqis have fled
their devastated homeland.
Formembers of the middle
class, refugee-friendly Sweden
is the destination of choice

BY VIVIENNE WALT

AT ANOTHER TlME OR PI.ACE, the unknown

gunmen who smashed Alaa’s front door and ransacked
his home in January might have been armed burglars.
But this was Baghdad, a few days after Saddam Hussein
was hanged. “They were aiming to kill me,” says Alaa, a
television producer who was at work at the time. “I cov-
ered every day of Saddam’s trial and his execution. Of
course people wanted me dead. I ran.” Three weeks lat-
er, Alaa, 29—like many interviewed for this article, he
did not want his last name to be used—peers out of a
high-rise apartment building in Stockholm at sidewalks
carpeted with fresh snow, a disorienting contrast with
the carnage he has left behind.

Ala’s escape is hardly rare. As Iraq’s bloodletting crys-
tallizes into a civil war, the stampede of Iragis fleeing their
homes has accelerated so fast that U.N. officials now rank it
as the region’s biggest exodus in nearly 60 years. Since the
war began nearly four years ago, about 2 million Iraqis have
left the country and more than 1.6 million others have been
displaced inside it, according to U.N. estimates. Tens of
thousands more who fled just before the U.S. invasion in
2003—figuring they would sit out what many anticipated
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