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TDM CA Sample Data Definition Guide



	Primary Reason for Meeting/Reason For Child’s Involvement

	Choose a ‘Primary Reason’ for the overall meeting on the ‘Meeting Information’ form. You can indicate separate 'Child Reason for Involvement' for each child on the ‘Add Child Information’ form. Use the record navigation bar at the bottom left of the 'Add Child Information' form to visit the records of all the children who were the focus of the meeting (this number of children should be the same as the number of children listed on the meeting page). 

	TDM Database Term
	Definition

	Imminent Risk of Placement
	Pre-removal, child not detained by ER or police, child not in protective custody

	Emergency Placement
	Post-removal, child detained by ER or police, child is in protective custody 

	Placement Change
	Placement change or preservation meeting, both pre and post disruption, Trial Home Visits, both starting and where child coming back into placement

	Exit from Placement
	· Trial home visit- only if placement episode is to be closed

· Reunification 

· Guardianship

· Adoption

· Emancipation

· Long Term Foster Care


	DECISION REGARDING THE CHILD: IMMINENT RISK OF PLACEMENT

	TDM Database Term
	Definition

	Leave child/youth at home (voluntary)
	· No court action

· Child at home with Voluntary Family Services or community services

	Leave child/youth at home (court)
	· Petition filed but child remaining home

· Family Maintenance services

	Place child/youth in out of home care (voluntary)
	· Child to be placed voluntarily by parents with a Relative/NREFM, no court involvement 

· Family voluntarily places child with non-relative

	Place child/youth in out of home care (court)
	· Dependency action requested

· Child to be placed in out of home care of any sort

	Unable to reach consensus
	· Do Not Use. Always enter a decision, even if decision reached on appeal.


	DECISION REGARDING THE CHILD: EMERGENCY PLACEMENT

	TDM Database Term
	Definition

	Return child home (voluntary)
	· No petition filed

· Child to return home with Voluntary Family Services or community services

	Return child home (court)
	· Court involvement but child to return home

· Family Maintenance

	Continue with out of home care (voluntary)
	· Child placed voluntarily by parents with a Relative/NREFM, prior to TDM, no court involvement 

· Family voluntarily places child with non-relative prior to TDM

	Continue with out of home care (court)
	· Child to remain in out of home care, with petition filed

	Unable to reach consensus
	· Do Not Use. Always enter a decision, even if decision reached on appeal.


	DECISION REGARDING THE CHILD: PLACEMENT MOVE

	NOTE: If placement move meeting occurs after child has disrupted from placement, use the placement child was in BEFORE the emergency move as the reference placement for determining whether move is to more/less/same level. If the child returns to placement s/he was in BEFORE the emergency move, then the recommendation is ‘Move to same level placement’.

	TDM Database Term
	Definition

	Change to less restrictive placement
	· Group home to foster home

· Foster home to Relative/NREFM home

· Relative home to home/trial home visit

	Maintain child in present placement
	· No change in placement- Not to be used for change from one FFA home to another

	Change to same level placement
	· Group home to group home (irrespective of level)

· FFA home to FFA home

· Foster home to foster home

· Relative/NREFM to Relative/NREFM home

	Change to more restrictive placement
	· Relative/NREFM to foster home

· Foster home/FFA home to group home

	Unable to reach consensus
	Do not use. Always enter a decision, even if decision reached on appeal.


	DECISION REGARDING THE CHILD: EXIT FROM PLACEMENT

	TDM Database Term
	Definition

	Reunification
	Return home to parent, only include Trial Home Visit if the placement episode is to be closed

	Adoption
	Adoption recommendation 

	Guardianship
	Guardianship recommendation

	Emancipation
	Child to emancipate out of CWS services

	Do not exit from placement
	Long term foster care or return to out of home care from failed trial home visit

	Unable to reach consensus
	Do not use. Always enter a decision, even if decision reached on appeal.


	PLACEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

	TDM Database Term
	Definition

	Small Family Home
	Special medical or Regional Center home, private

	Foster Family Home
	County-licensed home

	Group Home
	Group home, including CRF

	County Shelter/Receiving Home (Non EA/AFDC)
	County shelter, receiving home, hospital assessment center

	Court Specified Home
	Court ordered placement (not an approved Relative/NREFM or licensed home)

	Medical Facility
	Hospital, inpatient unit

	Relative Home
	Approved or to be assessed relative

	Relative Home:  NRFM 
	Non Related Extended Family Member approved or to be assessed

	Tribe Specified Home
	Foster home determined by tribe

	Foster Family Agency Certified Home
	Foster Family Agency (FFA) home

	Guardian Home
	Guardianship

	N/A (No out of home recommendation made)
	Use for decisions for child to return/remain in home. For Placement Move meetings use ‘Move to less restrictive placement’ and N/A to indicate trial home visit.

	Missing (Recommendation not recorded)
	(


� See the TDM CA website for an example of defining meeting participants. 
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