S A M P L E


	RIVERSIDE COUNTY TDM FACILITATOR’S DATA DEFINITION GUIDE - MEETING PARTICIPANT DEFINITIONS

	Participant Type
	RIVERSIDE cOUNTY DEFINITION

	1. Caregivers
	Person directly responsible for the day-to-day care and supervision of the child.

	· Birth Parents
	Child/youth’s biological parent(s).

	· Adoptive Parents
	· A person who completes all the requirements to legally adopt a child who is not his or her biological child. Generally, any single or married adult who is determined to be a "fit parent" may adopt a child. Some states have special requirements, such as age or residency criteria. An adoptive parent has all the responsibilities of a biological parent.

· A court procedure by which an adult becomes the legal parent of someone who is not his or her biological child. Adoption creates a parent-child relationship recognized for all legal purposes – including child support obligations, inheritance rights, and custody.

	· Other Relative Caregivers
	· An adult who is related to the child by blood, adoption or affinity within the fifth degree of kinship, including step-parents, step-siblings, and all relatives whose status is preceded by the words “step”, “great”, great-great or grand or the spouse of any of these persons, even if the marriage was terminated by death or dissolution. The law requires that preferential consideration for placement is given to a relative who is a grandparent, aunt, uncle, or adult sibling of the child.

· This person is also directly responsible for the day-to-day care and supervision of the child.

	· Non-related extended family members (NREFM)
	Caregiver who is affiliated with the child through a mentoring relationship; NREFMs are not biologically related to a child.

	· County foster parents
	State (CCL) licensed caregiver who have a legal responsibility to care for children, but do not have all the rights of a biological parent. 

	· Foster Family Agency (FFA) foster parents
	FFA Certified care providers certified through a Foster Family Agency. FFA foster parents provide a higher level of care, and when appropriate, are used as an alternative to institutional care. 

	· Caregiver Partners
	Spouse or domestic partner who is also designated caregiver responsible for the day-to-day care and supervision of the child.

	· Guardians
	A person or institution named in a will or a temporary guardianship that is responsible for the care of minor children.  Person assigned by the court to take care of minor children.

	
	

	2. Children
	· Any person under the age of 18 years. 

· In TDM policy, children are referenced as any child/youth over ten (10) years of age attending the meeting; including the focus child(ren) and caregiver’s other children.



	
	

	3. Family Members and Other Interested Individuals
	People identified by the family (see below definitions)

	· Relatives/Family Members
	Person related by blood or marriage. Person with a legal relationship, including in-law and step relationships.

	· Friends
	People identified by the family as a source of long-term support; with whom the family has a familial or intimate relationship.

	· Interested individuals
	People identified by the family as one who shows kindly interest/goodwill for the family’s well-being. 

	
	

	4. Neighborhood / Community Representatives
	Participants involved in the meeting because they are a member of the parent or child’s community (not a personal relationship). They provide support and information regarding needed resources and services. 

	· Community Representatives
	Source of resources and support to family based on their intimate knowledge of the family’s identified community (i.e. geographical, ethic group relations, etc.)

	· School Staff
	Education or School based employees that include teacher, principal, coach (if school staff), etc. 

	· Clergy
	An ordained religious leader or to which family has affiliation. 

	· Boys-Girls Club/
     Child-Youth programs
	A community representative teaching child/youth the skills they need to succeed in life (i.e. programs in the areas of education, the environment, health, the arts, careers, alcohol/drug and pregnancy prevention, gang prevention, leadership development and athletics.)

	· NA/AA Sponsor
	A person who had a former experience with an alcohol who has made some progress in the recovery program. This person shares that experience on a continuous, individual basis with another who is attempting to attain or maintain sobriety through AA.

	
	

	5. Service Providers
	Professionals and paraprofessionals providing services to the parents, caregivers or child(ren).  

	· Mental Health Staff
	A person who provides a coordinated mental health assessment and treatment system for adults involved with Child Protective Services, called CARTS. Services includes:

· Psychological assessment/evaluation

· Psychological treatment

· Psychiatric assessment/evaluation

· Psychiatric treatment

	· Alcohol and Other Drug Staff (AOD)
	A contracted staff serves as a provider for CPS clients who require substance abuse treatment. This agency provides CPS clients with an assessment designed to determine the appropriate level of substance abuse treatment, determine the appropriate level of care and will make referrals to substance abuse treatment facilities, as well as drug testing in conjunction with treatment.

	· Medical (including social workers)
	At time of TDM meeting, any personnel who is affiliated with the child and/or family through an intensive nature or has knowledge of any medial diagnosed conditions or can provides various community resources for the well-being of the child and/or family.

	· Healthy Family/Healthy Start/Early Start
	Not used in Riverside County

	· Regional Center Staff
	People who provides/offers assistance, case management, and support to persons with developmental disabilities.  They provide assistance to those with developmental disabilities an access community services that facilitate a quality of life comparable to persons without disabilities.

	· FFA Social Workers
	Foster Family Agency Social Worker

	· Other Service Providers
	For other service provider listing, refer to the DPSS Service Referral Listing.

	· Public Health Nurse
	A contracted staff that provides medical expertise for assessment and referral for intervention services for children prior to, or in custody. This person also provides but not limited to:

· Oversight for the physical, behavioral, dental and developmental needs of dependent children in foster care,  

· Gathering medical and dental history and information,

· Assessing the health and development of children in Emergency Response program, 

· Identifying appropriate medical providers and resources to meet the medical and dental needs of children in out-of-home placement, and

· Provide training regarding the healthcare needs of children.

	· Student Asst. Program
	A group of school personnel who are specially trained to work with students in dealing with the pressures and problems they encounter during their academic careers. This group of staff provides but not limited to the following: 

· Identification, assessment, and diagnosis of personal, family, and school/work-related problems; 

· Brief counseling and consultation; and

· Referral to appropriate and accessible services and resources

	
	

	6. Department of Social Services (DPSS) Staff
	All Social Services Agency staff, including CPS, APS, CalWorks.

	· ILP/Aftercare Workers
	Assigned staff for services and activities to assist children age 16 or older in foster care to make the transition from foster care to independent living.

	· Supervisors
	Riverside County DPSS Children’s Social Services supervisors. In TDM policy, supervisors are referenced as those who participate in group discussion to generate appropriate safety and/or placement pans for the child. 

	· Emergency Response Workers
	The assigned social worker investigating an open referral

	· Family Maintenance Workers
	The assigned social worker to an ongoing case, either in voluntary or adjudicated status.

· Activities designed to provide in-home protective services to prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation, for the purposes of preventing separation of children from their families.

	· FR/PP workers
	The assigned social worker to provide time-limited foster care services to prevent or remedy neglect, abuse, or exploitation, when the child cannot safely remain at home, and needs temporary foster care, while services are provided to reunite the family.

	· Adoptions workers
	A staff who is responsible for care of a child(ren) when the permanent plan of adoption is established until the child is adopted or the legal guardianship is established.   

	· Other Social Workers
	A CPS or non Child Protective Services Social Worker who support or has knowledge of the family due to an involvement or on companion case (i.e. Adult Protective Social Worker, Legal Guardianship, Court Dependency Worker, etc.)

	· Other DPSS staff
	Other DPSS staff not identified above. These staff made include Social Services Assistant who provides transportation to child/youth, clerical staff who record meeting notes, send notification/confirmation to TDM attendees, etc. 

	· Placement Social Worker(s)
	Social Worker locating the best suitable placement for Out of Home child.

	
	

	7. Other
	

	· Guardian ad litem
	The person appointed by the court to look out for the best interests of the child during the course of legal proceedings.

	· Worker on companion case
	Do not select this item.



	· Attorney
	Attorney of record, except for child’s attorney. 

	· CASA Advocate
	A trained community volunteer appointed by the court, who speaks for the best interests of children in court.

	· Other
	Any participant(s) not described above.

	
	

	TDM Facilitator
	A trained Children Social Services Supervisor I who provides TDM meeting facilitation. This person is a trained process expert who works with caseworker to lead group through solution-focused process. Provides summary report to participants outlining decision and action steps.


Originally used at the Cluster III Data Conference, San Diego, CA, September 11-12, 2006 by J. Rickerson, CA Lead TDM TA. Document modified for TDM CA webpage.
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